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Pediculosis capitis
Pediculosis corporis
Pediculosis pubis
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LIFE CYCLE OF THE HEAD LOUSE

'

Adult female glues the
eqgg or nit to the hair
with a cement bond,

close to the scalp

Adult life

=, span on
G head about
I

$
Nymph molts iz
or sheds skin 3 £l Nymph resembling

times to reach adult : miniature adult hatches
stage in 10 to 14 days in 7 to 10 days

/" If after the first treatment, nits are still in the hair, a second
treatment is recommended 7-10 days later tc kill any
Tewly hatched nymphs before they mature, reproduce and
start the life cycle all over again



Images to assist in the identification of head lice and their eggs.
http://www _ hsph.harvard.edu/headlice.html

Viable egg Viable egg
on hair . ~1 day before hatching
~2 days old

Adult female Iouse
on nit comb
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FPresident and Fellows of Harvard College

‘Pseudo-nit"
(Debris often confused
as eggs)

Empty egg
(hatched)

Return to text



Viable Nit

Glue on Hair Strand

Nm :ﬁ University of Nebraska Department of Entomology



"Hatched Dead Egg": The cap is gone and the
shrunken, dead embryo is still inside the casing.

Cap is gone as if "hatched”

Embryo (Dead)

l;tn&! University of Nebraska Department of Entomology
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/92/Body_lice.jpg/250px-Body_lice.jpg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_louse&usg=__HCJODd6KFLfSXZP38raoInxNwyY=&h=344&w=250&sz=15&hl=fa&start=40&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=pb4mEJGNW_FI0M:&tbnh=120&tbnw=87&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dbody%2Blice%26start%3D20%26hl%3Dfa%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26biw%3D1024%26bih%3D567%26ndsp%3D20%26tbm%3Disch&ei=i2tlTsPVM4qy8QOsxL2fCg
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